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Ludwig Aschoff-Ein Gelehrtenleben in Briefen an die Familie, Freiburg-im-Breisgau, H. F. Schulz, 1966 , pp. 480, illus., DM. 42. Ludwig Aschoff (1866 -1942 made medical history through the most brilliant chain of discoveries, observations and ideas in pathology since Virchow. What is less well known is that he also wrote medical history and thereby substantially enriched the subject. Already in his early years he contributed profound studies in Sanscrit Medicine and as an old man wrote one of the most penetrating historical accounts of the cell-theory in pathology. Right to the end, in spite of much suffering, his deep interest and active work in Medical History occupied a prominent place in his life. This is well shown in the letters to his family-the book under notice. Here he mentions as early as in 1901 his lectures in Medical History and this in a historic account of his first visit to London where he was engaged in research work at the Jenner Institute and the School of Tropical Medicine. Here he was happy to receive from Dr. Sanborn duplicates of Etruscan votive tablets from the latter's collection-'most welcome material for my lectures on Medical History' (p. 106). In 1940, then an 'Asthma-patient aged 73' under the care of the Freiburg Medical Clinic, he writes of his last small book on Virchow as an International and a spiritual force between the nations, and several historical subjects which were at that time studied under his supervision. Between 1901 and 1940 lies a medico-historical panorama unfolding itself around the personal impressions which Aschoff-an indefatigable traveller-was able to collect and record all over the world. An invaluable source for the general historian of our own age as well as for the medical historian and philosopher, the book is as delightful to read as it is impossible to review within the space permitted.
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